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INTERNATIONAL AGRIBUSINESS MARKETING CONFERENCE 2013 
 
 
“Sustainable Agribusiness: Connecting Smallholders to Markets and 
Entrepreneurship”  
 
22 October 2013 
Putra World Trade Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 
WELCOMING SPEECH 
 
BY THE CHAIRMAN OF FAMA 
 
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Good morning and welcome to all participants, delegates and guests to the International 
Agribusiness Marketing Conference 2013 (IAMC 2013). On behalf of FAMA, I would like 
to convey my highest appreciation to the Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Agro-
based Industries, Dato' Sri Ismail Sabri bin Yaakob, for consenting to attend and 
officiate this conference.  Your presence today, YB. Dato’ Sri,  is a significant affirmation 
of the initiatives taken by the Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based Industry towards 
the development of the agribusiness sector.  Please join me in giving a round of 
applause to YB. Dato' Sri Ismail Sabri bin Yaakob. 
 
This inaugural conference is organized by FAMA with the assistance of four institutions 
of higher learning, that is, Universiti Putra Malaysia, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 
Universiti Malaysia Kelantan and Universiti Teknologi MARA. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all these co-organisers for their invaluable support and contribution 
towards the success of this conference.    
 
I would like to record my appreciation to the Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based 
Industries and the Ministry of Education which have come together as supporting 
organizations, as well as all departments, agencies and individuals who have 
contributed and assisted in this conference. 
 
I would also like to thank all keynote speakers and plenary speakers, both local and 
international, who have so willingly accepted our invitation to participate in IAMC 2013.  
Also, all research paper presenters for their submission of papers and attendance at 
this event. 
 
The theme of this conference, “Sustainable Agribusiness: Connecting Smallholders to 
Markets and Entrepreneurship”, was chosen to encourage discussion and deliberation 
in order to provide solutions towards the increasing challenges faced by the 
agribusiness sector today.  It is hoped that this two-day forum will help to highlight the 
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latest findings in research and encourage sharing of knowledge among participants 
from several countries who are present today, and in turn, accelerate the development 
of the agribusiness sector. 
 
 
There are about 300 participants for this conference, comprising local and international 
participants, including researcher s, government ministries, departments and agencies, 
entrepreneurs, exporters, and post-graduate students.  FAMA is grateful for your 
presence and willingness to share your knowledge and experiences for bringing greater 
achievements in the agribusiness arena. 
 
I am proud to inform you that IAMC 2013 is an indexed and refereed conference.  The 
proceedings of this conference will be published under UMK Procedia which is indexed 
by Elsevier.  This is an achievement for FAMA in organizing an international 
conference, and I wish to thank all co-organisers for their collaborative efforts which 
have made this possible. 
 
I am also pleased to inform you that there will be two awards to be presented during 
IAMC 2013, that is, a Best Student Paper Award and an Overall Best Paper Award. 
Participants are reminded to be present tomorrow for the Closing Session at about 
12.30 p.m. for the announcements on the winners. 
 
Last, but not least, I would like to thank all the officers from FAMA and co-organisers, 
Universiti Putra Malaysia, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Universiti Malaysia Kelantan 
and Universiti Teknologi MARA, whose hard work and dedication has enabled the 
organization of this inaugural international conference hosted by FAMA. 
 
Once again, I would like to thank the Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Agro-based 
Industries, Dato' Sri Ismail Sabri bin Yaakob, for his presence today and I wish all 
delegates a successful deliberation.   
 
Thank you. 
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INTERNATIONAL AGRIBUSINESS MARKETING CONFERENCE 2013 
 
 
“Sustainable Agribusiness: Connecting Smallholders to Markets and 
Entrepreneurship”  
 
22 October 2013 
Putra World Trade Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 
OFFICIAL OPENING SPEECH  
 
BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND AGRO-BASED 
INDUSTRY 
 
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
A very good morning to all of you. Let me begin by extending a warm welcome to all  
participants of this inaugural conference.  For the international participants who are here 
for the first time, I hope you would have a wonderful stay in Malaysia. 
 
I am delighted to see so many of you gathered here today to contribute and deliberate 
on an important issue on the agricultural sector, i.e., Sustainable Agriculture: 
Connecting Smallholders to Markets and Entrepreneurship.  As professionals and 
researchers in the agricultural sector, I am sure the issues and challenges related to 
sustainable agriculture are not new to many of you and I would like to thank all of for 
gathering here today to contribute towards this important topic. 
. 
 
I would like to congratulate the Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (FAMA), 
Malaysia for taking the initiative to organize this conference with the objective of 
providing a platform for researchers and practitioners to share knowledge and 
experiences in the agribusiness sector. As the marketing authority for agricultural 
produce, FAMA has a very important role in ensuring the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the marketing system.   
 
I would also like to acknowledge the contribution and participation of four local 
institutions of higher learning, that is, Universiti Putra Malaysia, Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia, Universiti Malaysia Kelantan and Universiti Teknologi MARA as co-organisers 
of IAMC 2013. Their dedicated support and commitment will go a long way towards 
ensuring a trend of excellence and drawing support for research in agribusiness. 
 
 
In this aspect, this international conference is an important contribution of FAMA 
towards gathering professionals and researchers to share research findings and come 
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up with solutions for the perennial problems faced by smallholders. I believe that the 
gathering of professionals in an independent think-tank like this will go a long way 
towards generating new ideas on how smallholders can be assisted towards marketing 
their produce and developing entrepreneurship so that they can contribute in 
sustainable agriculture. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Sustainable Agriculture Definition  
 According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), sustainable development in 
agriculture involves conserving land, water, plant and animal genetic resources, is 
environmentally non-degrading, technically appropriate, economically viable and 
socially acceptable”.  This definition was adopted in 1989 by FAO, according to the FAO 
Trainer’s Manual, Vol. 1, "Sustainability issues in agricultural and rural development 
policies," 1995. 
 
In addition, FAO has also defined Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development 
(SARD) as a process which meets some criteria, such as: 
i. Ensures that the basic nutritional requirements of present and future generations, 
qualitatively and quantitatively, are met while providing a number of other 
agricultural products. 
ii. Provides durable employment, sufficient income, and decent living and working 
conditions for all those engaged in agricultural production.  
iii. Maintains and, where possible, enhances the productive capacity of the natural 
resource base as a whole, and the regenerative capacity of renewable 
resources, without disrupting the functioning of basic ecological cycles and 
natural balances, destroying the socio-cultural attributes of rural communities, or 
causing contamination of the environment. 
iv. Reduces the vulnerability of the agricultural sector to adverse natural and socio-
economic factors and other risks, and strengthens self-reliance.  
 
There are many apparent paradoxes and dilemmas in these definitions.  For one, how 
do we combine economic viability with sustainability?  Can farmers treat agriculture as a 
business and produce crops profitably and at the same time address the fundamental 
issues of food safety that are of concern to an increasing number of consumers?  I 
believe that there is a need for a fine balancing act between the needs of farmers and 
consumers.  However, let’s not forget that farmers are consumers, too, and therefore, 
food safety affects farmers and their future generations, too.  I believe that this is an 
important issue that needs to be resolved and this forum provides an appropriate 
platform for in-depth discussions and analysis towards providing greater awareness and 
understanding of the issues and challenges involved. 
 
Global Trend Towards Sustainable Agriculture 
Since the 1990s, "sustainability" has become a more familiar term in forums and 
workshops on agriculture. Achieving a sustainable planet, i.e., one that will 
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accommodate the basic needs of its present inhabitants while preserving the resources 
that will enable future generations to flourish, has become a goal that has gained 
increasing acceptance. Although sustainability has not gained acceptance as a  
mainstream issue and concern as yet, sustainable agriculture is now being addressed in 
many significant ways by concerned members of the agricultural community. 
 
Some of the critical issues faced today are the sharp rise in the prices of food which has 
significant impact on the number of hungry people. According to the FAO, the number of 
hungry people had increased by about 50 million as a result of soaring food prices.  
 
Climate change is another factor which has affected agriculture because extreme 
weather changes could affect the crop yield. Climate change coincides with the 
increasing demand for food, feedstuff for animals, fibre and fuel, and has the potential to 
irreversibly damage the natural resource base on which agriculture depends, with 
significant consequences for food security. 
 
Finally, radical changes are required in agricultural policy and practice, in order to 
address the issues that has overshadowed the agriculture sector for a long time. People 
in many different capacities, from farmers to consumers, researchers to policymakers, 
are responsible to play their roles to reach the goal of sustainable agriculture. 
 
FAMA’s Initiatives Towards Sustainable Agriculture 
 
FAMA has always been proactive in sustainable agriculture and has been carrying out 
various programmes to assist farmers obtain better returns for their produce.  Among 
these are market information dissemination, branding, market promotion, quality 
assurance and regulations.   
 
The Grading, Packaging and Labelling (GPL) Regulations which have been been 
introduced by FAMA, for instance,  are aimed at enhancing the quality of agricultural 
produce through ensuring that all agricultural produce are graded, packaged and 
labelled prior to being marketed either domestically or for exports purpose.  The main 
objectives of the GPL Regulations are, among others, to protect the health of 
consumers by adopting international food standards and guarantee fair practices in the 
international food trade To facilitate the process of traceability in food chain such as 
place of origin, the name of importer or exporter and other information.  
 
In addition, the Contract Farming Programme implemented by FAMA acts as a 
mechanism to assist operators of small and medium-scale agriculture to ensure 
marketability of their crops and remunerative returns. The objectives are to guarantee 
markets and thus increase income of producers, increase production and meet market 
needs, as well as enhance technology transfer throughout the supply chain. FAMA has 
also introduced an online system, called e-Contract Farming System, in 2009 to 
facilitate monitoring of farming activities and to plan carefully the marketing of 
agricultural produce of participants.   
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FAMA has also provided avenues for the direct marketing of agricultural produce from 
farmers to consumers.  Farmers’ Markets, which were introduced 28 years ago, arose 
from a need to set up market channels for producers to market their own produce 
directly to consumers. Farmers’ markets have spawned the develpment of other 
marketing avenues such as the Caravan Farmers’ Markets and the three-wheeled 
motorcycle programme.  The latter is an entrepreneur development programme for 
collectors that serves to buy agricultural produce cultivated by villagers for marketing to 
sales centres across the country. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Your presence here today is a strong show of encouragement for efforts to build a 
better world tomorrow for future generations. I should therefore like to conclude by 
thanking you all for your support and wishing you a fruitful deliberation during this 2-day 
conference.  
 
Thank you. 
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